Signal-averaged electrocardiographic parameter progression as a marker of increased electrical instability in two cases with an overt form of arrhythmogenic right ventricular cardiomyopathy.
In arrhythmogenic right ventricular cardiomyopathy (ARVC) the fibrofatty substitution of the RV myocardium constitutes the substrate for reentrant circuits, leading to the onset of ventricular arrhythmias. This pathological process also accounts for "delayed ventricular potentials" that could be recorded as late potentials using the signal-averaged ECG technique (SAECG). This study examined two patients affected by overt forms of ARVC who showed a worsening of the electrical instability associated with a fast progression of SAECG parameters, while all the other clinical findings remained unchanged. This suggests a possible role of SAECG parameter progression as a marker of increased electrical instability.